YRR 184 BE
REFEMBREREMARS A HIAZHER

HIERBR AL PR

FXFER RBEN -—————- P.1

TR ME[2] ——————- P.2

FMXFER RBEN  —————— P.3

PR M 2] -- P4
EE

* RN B 5 E CRIEMFZBWVTIZR B2,
* BRI ENENROERAKEAVWS - L,
*BREAZEICENTN I ROZERARKEAVWS - L,



SCRIAR RRE (1]

DLTOEXDY L, E2BELZfFRE L, FTHREML :%ﬁ’tﬂl:owﬂi‘ T&
BEEIITAZE,

All through these years the Pacific had remained a no-man’s sea. Spain’s vague
and general claims to the entire ocean had long since become meaningless, and
as yet no other power had taken possession of Tahiti or any of the hundreds of
other islands that had been discovered. The explorers, it is true, went through
the business of running up their national flags on any new piece of land they
happened upon, but it was quite impossible for them to occupy these places or
to oust the native governments.

Now, however, with the ending of the Napoleonic wars in Europe and the
improvements in navigation, things were changing. Government expeditions and
private traders began to appear more and more frequently, and the Pacific
islands were coming to be regarded as valuable possessions. Whales and fur
seals, sandalwood and b&ches-de-mer, pearls and perhaps gold as well — all
these were available to the enterprising adventurer who came in on the heels of
the explorers and the missionaries. Little settlements of white men began to
appear in the islands and it soon became necessary for governments to send
out consuls to look after the interests of their nationals. What was happening, in
short, was that the huge sea was being brought into the politics of the west, and
the scramble for colonies was beginning.

(quoted partly from ‘The Fatal Impact’ by A. Moorehead)
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The role of geography is to analyse and explain the phenomena of
the landscapes that surround us, as well as to monitor the nature of human
society and the economic, social, political and cultural lives that we live.
Although these two strands might be regarded as requiring the investigation
of mutually exclusive factors and issues, they can both be approached from a
geographiéal perspective because of their shared spatial nature. It is pai'tly
this characteristic which distinguishes geography from other physical and
social sciences, and although the primary means of geographical discourse is
textual, the tools which geographers use to undertake their tasks do include
those . which explicitly reflect the spatial dimension of their field of
knowledge. Maps have fulfilled the role of spatial data handling tools for
millennia, considerably longer than the period in which a study named
‘geography’ has been recognized or taught.

| (Daniel, D. and Fairbairn, D. 1997)
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